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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (ATHERTON, ALFRED L„ JR.) MO AG GW 
SUBJECT: ROBINSON AND ATHERTON VISITS TO THE MAGHREB 

REF: STATE 43453 

FOREIGN OFFICE COUNTRY DIRECTOR FOR NORTH AFRICA WAS 
MOST APPRECIATIVE FOR MESSAGE (REFTEL). OBSERVING 
THAT ALGERIANS FEEL SHUNNED BY THE WEST, HE WELCOMED 
THE NEWS OF UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON S VISIT. HE SAID 
THAT ALTHOUGH THE FRG IS NEUTRAL IN THE DISPUTE OVER 
THE SPANISH SAHARA, GENSCHER IS INTERESTED IN 
THE DEVELOPMENTS IN NORTH AFRICA, AND THE FOREIGN 
OFFICE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR A REPORT ON THE VISITS 
OF UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
ATHERTON. 
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